CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 17th MARCH  2005.

Present:
Bill Shaw – Chair 


Nick Conder






Becky Withers – Vice Chair

Tim Harker 



Teresa Bernard


David Brown

 






David Clark – Parish Clerk
In attendance : KDC Cllr Peter Veasey





ITEM 1 : 
APOLOGIES :  WCC Cllr D Lay and Cllr Jonny Sykes (accident).


ITEM 2 :
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
2.1
Cllr Becky Withers declared an interest in Item 9 since her husband had supplied a cost estimate for Dragons Teeth.  Since this had been supplied at the request of the Clerk solely as an indication of order of cost should action proceed and no decision was scheduled, it was agreed that this was not prejudicial.  
ITEM 3 :
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

3.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 17th February 2005 was proposed by Cllr N Conder, seconded by Cllr T Harker,  and approved by all.  

ITEM 4:
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
4.1
Parish Wells (Item 4.5)  Cllr Brown said that he still had not been able to contact Mr Strong so had no progress to report: he would keep trying.  Action : D Brown

4.2
Residence Location Data (Item 4.6)   It was confirmed that maps were on circulation for review by members.
4.3
Environmental Conservation – Volunteer projects (Item 13.3)  It was noted that Ragwort pulling was not deemed an acceptable ‘project’.  It was agreed that the initiative was worthy of support and that refurbishment/improvement of the path at Limmer Ponds was both environmentally worthwhile and more suitable.  The Clerk was asked to confirm acceptability with the landowner and, if acceptable, to sound out BTCV.   Action : Clerk
ITEM 5 :
FINANCE
5.1
Chute Cadley Green Tree work.   The assessment of work required and cost estimate of £280(vat excl) from Ian Pocock (Tree Surgeon) dated 15 Feb 05 was discussed – it was noted that a further cost of £75 (vat excl) for power cable disconnection fee might not be incurred but that the liability had to be provided for.  It was agreed by all that the work should proceed forthwith providing it was practicable: otherwise it should wait till next Autumn. Action : Clerk to liaise with Ian Pocock
5.1
Approval of Payments   Cllr D Brown advised that he had been asked by Cllr J Sykes (see apologies) to state that the records maintained by the Clerk, in support of his claim for refund of expenses, had been examined/spot checked and had been found to be well maintained and accurate.  Issue of cheques in settlement of the four payments listed in the Agenda was then proposed by D Brown and seconded by Cllr T Harker :  also for £50.00 to KDC for hire of an amenity skip (though not on agenda, the liability was accepted when the Precept was set) – agreed by all.
ITEM 6 :
CLEAN NEIGHBOURHOODS & ENVIRONMENT BILL
6.1
The papers provided by the Clerk with the agenda were discussed. It was noted that, in its present form, the Bill had the potential to significantly increase the powers of Parish Councils but that the practicalities of exercising such powers would require much detailed consideration.  It was noted also that such powers could only be exercised in association with the District Council but that KDC had as yet to take a position on this. Further action to await the passage of the Bill into law.
ITEM 7 :
FLY TIPPING
7.1
Members had cleared much fly tipped rubbish from the area on a voluntary basis. It was noted however that assistance was available from both KDC and the Environment Agency, and that there were already considerable penalties available for those responsible for fly tipping.   It was agreed that the wider community should be made aware of both the problem and the responses/ penalties available to the Parish Council.   Cllr D Brown agreed to produce draft statements for publication across the Community Area : to be considered at next meeting.  Action: Cllr D Brown 
 ITEM 8 :
UPPER CHUTE BUS SHELTER REPAIR
8.1
It was reported that Mr E Quirk was unable to tackle the work until May/June, but provided this time-scale was acceptable he was content to re-tender for simple repair/re-instatement.  This was agreed to be acceptable and Cllr Bernard undertook to liaise with Mr Quirk – tender expected at next meeting.   Action : Cllr T Bernard
ITEM 9 :
VERGE EROSION – DRAGON’S TEETH PILOT SCHEME
9.1
The Clerk read brief informal advice obtained from Minstead PC and the Highway Engineer at Hampshire County Council on the subject of erection of timber posts to prevent verge erosion – known as ‘Dragons Teeth’ in the New Forest area..  He also presented an informal estimate of £419.20 for the supply and erection of such posts around the triangle of public ground opposite the gate to St Nicholas Church at Upper Chute:  provided by Mr S Withers.  This  had been requested and supplied without commitment solely to provide some indication of cost should action proceed.
9.2
It was agreed that the triangle of ground was a good provisional subject for a pilot scheme – aside from being small and manageable it had incurred much damage and was the subject of much concern in the community. Further that 3ft x 6inch dia timber posts (half set in ground) seemed suitable.  It was however noted that erection of such posts would ‘displace’ vehicle movement and therefore impact on surrounding properties, would have some impact on very restricted Church parking, and must not impede necessary movement of public service vehicles such as District Council waste collection lorries, fire brigade etc.   As a precursor to any further action on this subject, it was agreed that Members would sound out the views of parishioners in the immediate area of the ‘triangle’ and of the Church.   Action : All Members in liaison with the Chair.




























ITEM 10 :
PLANNING 
10.1
The Clerk read the following record of actions since the last meeting - all were content:-
51516/F Lantern Cottage, Upper Chute Amend't to Chimney Stack - No objection by PC – Granted by KDC 1 Mar 05
51557/F Cross Keys Inn,  Upper Chute - Change of use to residential – Objection by PC – Refused by KDC  2 Mar 05
51573/F Meerkat Burrows, Upper Chute – Erection of conservatory – No objection by PC – Granted by KDC 8 Mar 05
51579/T Grove House Cottage, Chute Cadley – Tree work - No objection by PC – Granted by KDC 1 Mar 05
51600/O West Limmer Barn, Nr Mt Cowdown – Replace barn with stables and cabin – No objection by PC
ITEM 11 :
111th ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
11.1
The Chair noted that he would report on the Council’s activities over the year and it was agreed all members should attend.  A list of organisations who should be invited was agreed.,
ITEM 12 :
MEMORIAL SEAT TO JENI SHAW
12.1
The Chair noted that final detail of the specification and location of the memorial seat had been made available out of committee and approved by all. This was unanimously confirmed and it was noted that the seat had now been installed and was a most welcome and unobtrusive addition to the facilities at Chute Cadley Green.









ITEM 13 :
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
13.1
e.Communication    It was noted that use of the PC public e.mail site (at Yahoo) should be encouraged.  Cllr D Brown noted that action by the sub-group to review possible web-site options was on-going.  KDC Cllr P Veasey undertook to explore the possibility of the PC being offered use of the District Council web-site.  Action: KDC Cllr P Veasey
13.2
Neighbourhood Watch   Cllr T Harker noted that, as NW co-ordinator for the Parish, he had been invited to join the Wiltshire & Swindon Neighbourhood Watch Association and he proposed to do so.  This was felt to strengthen the N.W. organisation and was strongly supported.
13.3
SEK Community Area Forum  Cllr D Brown briefed on the latest meeting he had attended. Key point was that continued existence of the Forum had been confirmed as essential to provide a voice to the constituent communities.
13.4
KDC Area adjacent to Allotments  The Clerk advised that he was hopeful that KDC would finally undertake tree management work around this area. 
13.5
Allotment Rents  The Clerk advised that rental for all five allotments had been received for the coming year.

13.6
Clerk’s Working Hours   The Clerk advised that the average hours worked per week in the current year (ending 5 July) stood at 9.03 which was within the forecast of 9.5 in the Precept for 2005/06.  He also noted that Cllr J Sykes had spot checked the figures to date (concurrent with his checks of expenses incurred) and was content that they were both appropriate and accurate.  
13.7
Upper Chute Village Green  Concern was expressed over erosion/damage to these areas. The Clerk advised that Mr Stokoe of Shepherds Cottage had declared his intention to make good damage caused by his contractors on the north side.  The Chair also noted that he had an assurance from Mr C Clarke that damage caused during work to build their new house (south side) would be put right in due course by OSMER.

13.8
Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair noted that the next Council meeting was the ‘AGM’ and was scheduled for 12th May 2005 and reminded all of key procedural items for the agenda. There being no further business he then closed the meeting.
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Signed


Dated


